
 

 

 

What can we do when we grow up?  24.2.23 
Just like that and we are already into Spring Term 2. It was wonderful to arrive back and see the snowdrops and daffodils 
bursting through in the school grounds and opportunities for being outside more plentiful.  
 
We began the week with a brilliant visitor leading our assembly and giving the children an insight into the world of science. 
Mrs Curtis (aka Sophie’s mum) shared with our children what it was like being a real-life scientist and all the jobs and 
careers you can use science in.  

 
The children began by thinking about what a scientist might look like and very soon realised it was far from the first picture 
above. Sharing these real experiences with children, even as young as primary schools really helps put their learning into 
context for their futures. We explored the role of science around the world and Mrs Curtis shared what it was like to be a 
scientist, what her job entailed and why she enjoys doing the job she does too. The children then asked lots of 
questions…maybe a few even thought about what they may be when they grow up too.  Do you have a career you’d like to 
share with them? Do get in touch and let us know.  

Pancake Fun 
In Collective worship with Rev. Mark and Rev. Sharon this week, the children have been thinking about the period of 

preparation up to Easter and we began with Pancake Day, or Shrove Tuesday. Children were remined and taught that it is 
the traditional feast day before the start of Lent on Ash Wednesday. Lent – the 40 days leading up to Easter – was 

traditionally a time of fasting and on Shrove Tuesday. We  made some History connections and looked at how Anglo-
Saxon Christians went to confession and were “shriven” A bell would be rung to call people to confession. This came to be 

called the “Pancake Bell” and is still rung today. Shrove Tuesday was the last opportunity to use up eggs and fats before 
embarking on the Lenten fast and pancakes are the perfect way of using up these ingredients, so Mrs Scillitoe popped 

some pancakes on to cook and we had a little fun with a pancake race. 

    
 

 
 

  

 

Colne Engaine Catch Up      

They were 

some sturdy 

pancakes!  

https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofBritain/Invaders/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofBritain/Invaders/


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Wonderful School Community  
 

 

Are you feeling Arty? 

 

Spring Art Competition  

We are inviting the children to take part in an 

art competition! We want to see original 

artwork celebrating the theme of Spring.  All 

types of art are welcome from paintings to 

photography. 

Submit entries by taking a photo of the 

artwork or bringing it in by 31st March 2023. 

We have a few wonderful ‘arty prizes’ too. 

Emails to office.colneengaine@dcvst.org 

 

Attendance  Reminders  

Pupils can come into school from 8.35 am and the school day starts 
promptly at 8.50 am. If a child arrives at school after 8.50 am without 
prior arrangement having been agreed, they will be deemed late. 
Registers close at 9.00 am and arrival at school after this time, without 
prior approval or extenuating circumstances, will be recorded as an 
unauthorised absence. 

Pupils arriving after 8.50am must bring children into school and report to 
the school office to be signed in by an adult. Unexplained absences will 
be investigated by the school. School finishes for both Key Stage 1 and 
Key Stage 2 at 3.15 pm. 

As detailed in our Attendance Policy, and in line with DfE guidance, we 
do not authorise leave of absence during term time other than when 
exceptional circumstances permit. If you wish to take your child out of 
school, during term time, it is important to discuss this with us as much 
in advance as possible so we can guide you through the process.  

If parents wish for their child to be absent from school they are 

requested to complete an 'Application for Leave of Absence 

during Term Time' form and return it to the school at least one week 
in advance. Unauthorised absence could lead to further action being 

taken including a penalty notice being issued.  
 

 

 

Dates 

24th February 2023 – Swimming begins -KS2 and will 

run for 5 weeks 

28th February 2023 – Cross Country Competition 

KS2 for those attending.  

1st March 2023 – Rowan sharing assembly. 

2nd March 2023 - World Book Day  

6th March 2023 – Oak Class share my Learning  

7th March – Willow Class share my learning 

8th March – Sycamore share my learning 

9th March – Tennis Day – whole school 

17th March – Red Nose Day – see below  

19th -22nd March – Sycamore Residential -Norfolk  

29th March 2023 – Easter Service  

31st March 2023 – School Easter Surprise  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Little Reminders… 

• Parking – Please could we keep the bridle path clear. If you are 

staying longer than a quick drop off, please park in an 

alternative spot so that walkers and horses etc. can get 

through safely. – Thank you. 

• Uniform – we are seeing trainers creep into days that are not 

PE. Please support us with ensuring correct uniform is worn 

into school.  

• Hair – Please could you ensure that hair is tied back if long. It 

really helps with keeping extra little friends away too. We are 

also seeing quite a few very brightly coloured hair bands.  

• Earrings should be simple small plain studs – taken out for PE.  

• Dinners – please ensure you are booking your meals in advance 

to help the smooth running of lunchtimes. 

• We are a nut free school.  

  
 

 

https://www.devere.essex.sch.uk/essex/primary/devere/arenas/websitecontent/web/dvpsleaveofabsenceapplication2023-1_20230203144021211.pdf
https://www.devere.essex.sch.uk/essex/primary/devere/arenas/websitecontent/web/dvpsleaveofabsenceapplication2023-1_20230203144021211.pdf


‘Community Involvement’ in schools is so important and we are so lucky to have a school in such a supportive one.  At Colne Engaine, 
we don’t see ourselves as being ‘just a school’ – we are involved in lots of aspects of the community around the school, village and 
wider too. It is something we are both proud of and that we benefit from.  
 
Starting close to home; our wonderful FACES helps us to raise money for projects and resources that we wouldn’t otherwise have. 
They also run some fabulous events that our families and children can benefit from. There are a multitude of opportunities that the 
FACES team have created over the last few years so if you have some time, please feel free to contact them or offer to help – in the 
end, it all goes towards the children.  
 
We also make good use of our community links to add to our curriculum offerings: Collective Worship run by Rev. Mark, Parents, and 
local visitors. Crowd funding led by Rev. Mark has raised £1000 to support the purchase of a much-needed projector screen in the 
hall. Clubs run by willing supporters and experts, and we have also benefitted from kind donations like fundraising from the village 
committee, community quizzes and also just generous donations, often anonymously given to help our children a little more. We 
have our wonderful Community Board, a group of local parishioners and parents who help support the school too.  
We will soon be taking part in Open Gardens and our choir are branching out further too.  
There is a huge amount of the development of our curriculum that has occurred because of our links with the local community. We 
are part of a trust of 23 schools, and this gives us much support and access to a variety of opportunities and collaborations. We have 
been involved in the Colne Valley Consortium of Schools group for many years and recently, headteachers from these other schools 
have been working on a reading project together. With this comes the chance for our children to meet and teachers to interact to 
keep teaching and learning fresh and effective as an outcome of our group responsibility. This work is exciting and directly impacts 
on the children as new ideas filter across schools and opportunities grow through collaborative work. I know as a new Head; I have 
really enjoyed the collaboration.  
No school is an island; we are always looking for opportunities to broaden the experiences of our children. If you think you have a 
skill, connection or have something interesting to share, please us know! It could end up ‘Making a Difference’. 
 

Pupil Parliament  
 

Turkey and Syria Fundraiser 
 Watching the crisis in Turkey and Syria has been heart-breaking and a number of children have mentioned it school and 
asked if they can help. In response, they have planned a ‘buy a biscuit’ for the whole school to raise much needed funds. 
We will be selling homemade biscuits for 50p on 2nd March, 2023, to add to the community fundraising if you would like 

to support and join in. 
 

Red Nose Day  
Friday 17th March 2023  

Wear bright socks and a red nose! 

   
Join us on Friday the 17th March in wearing your funkiest socks and a red nose to raise money for Comic Relief. 

Donations gratefully received. 
 

E- Safety – February 2023  
Updates from primary e-safety forum 

 
How old is your child online? Has your child (or you on their behalf) signed up to access social media/or a game online 

but have said that they are older than they are so they can have an account? For example, did your 8-year-old join TikTok 
and put their age as 13 or did you create their account and put your own age? If so, please read some of the implications 
outlined below that you should think about. If TikTok thinks your child is 13 when they join but they are in fact 8, then by 

the time your child reaches 13, the app will think they are 18. This puts your child at risk of viewing content that is not 
age appropriate and may mean your child will view adverts aimed at adults. In addition, now the app thinks your child is 

an adult, they will have access to all functionalities (whereas some apps place restrictions on access to under 18s for 
example to direct messaging). The following news article from Ofcom explains this in further detail as well as providing 
tips to help keep your child safe online: https://www.ofcom.org.uk/newscentre/2022/risks-of-children-usingfalse-ages-

on-social-media  
 

 


