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 Bubbles here to stay for now…           May 19th 2021  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Colne Engaine Catch Up      

  

As we know, from 17th May, the UK enters Stage 3 of the Covid roadmap – which means we shall be able to meet 
people inside and hug those close to us.  
There have been some changes to the arrangements for schools; Secondary school pupils will no longer have to wear 
face coverings in class – and schools are able to arrange residential visits within the UK – which means Sycamore class’ 
3-day adventure at the Mersea Outdoor centre can go ahead at the beginning of July. We can’t wait! 
 
However, there have been no further changes to the guidance put in place for schools.  
At a recent meeting for Essex Headteachers with Essex County Council's director of public health Dr Mike Gogarty, we 
were advised that schools should expect the current restrictions in place in schools to remain for the foreseeable 
future.  
 “Existing control measures in schools including good ventilation, handwashing, social distancing where possible and 
twice weekly testing remain hugely important”. PHE 
This means that we expect our current arrangements to be in place at least until the end of term – including 
For staff and children in school-  

• Staff continue to carry out LFT twice weekly 

• Children remain in class bubbles in the classrooms, at lunchtime and outside 

• Handwashing and sanitising very regularly throughout the day 

• Equipment and resources used in school are bubble-based 

• Additional cleaning throughout the day and after school 
For families- 

• Children continue to come into school in PE kits on PE days 

• Just one small bookbag please- no toys or trinkets on bags 

• Same arrangements in place for drop off and pick up – please continue to ensure strict social distancing 

• We ask that parents and carers continue to wear face masks 

• We continue to need to limit visitors in school  
 
We are disappointed not to be able to lift all restrictions- especially as this will feel all the more strange as measures 
begin to relax outside school. However, we do recognise that by continuing to be vigilant in maintaining these measures 
we will both limit the chances of infection and ensure that if we do have a case of Covid, we can minimise the number 
of children who have to return to remote learning at home.  
We have been thinking creatively about how we can maintain these measures above, but still run some of those 
important events that happen in schools in the summer term… and here are our plans so far. Our events for Year 6 to 
celebrate their time in school before they move on to  
Secondary school are overleaf.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sports Day – Thursday 1st July 
We shall now be holding separate Sports Day events for 
each class and invite one parent to come along to watch 
the races at the following times – 
9.15- 10.15am – Sycamore Class 
10.30 – 11.30am – Rowan class 
1.15-2pm – Willow Class 
2.15-3pm – Oak Tree Class  
The children will race in class bubbles, but be part of one 
of four teams across the school – and race points will be 
added to the field events points that have been awarded 
during PE lessons.  
We hope that you will join us – and ask that you remain 
socially distanced from others and wear a mask.   
It won’t be quite the same as our usual extravaganza 
Sports Days, but we can make it a special occasion 
nonetheless!  
 
 

Transition arrangements for those moving to a new class  
We know how important it is for children to meet their 
new class teaching teams for next year – never more so 
than this year, when children have only had direct contact 
with just a few of the adults in school. We can’t have our 
usual ‘move up’ day to the new classrooms, as we cannot 
mix bubbles of children, so we have a new plan! 
On 23rd June and the 7th July, Oak Tree class will spend 
some time with the class adults that work with Willow 
class. 
On 25th June and 9th July, Year 2 children will spend some 
time with the class adults that work with Rowan class and 
Year 4 children will do the same with the adults from 
Sycamore class. 
There are plans in place for Year 6 to visit their new 
schools and for our new Reception children to come to 
visit – these plans are to be shared separately with those 
families concerned.  
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  

Please find a reminder about BEN on the attached 

flyer.                                                                                     

Our WOW awards celebrate examples of learning 

where the children have demonstrated great 

learning behaviours, such as sticking at it even 

when it’s hard, or refining their work with careful 

editing.                                                                                    

Our most recent WOW winners are Ava-Grace, 

Henry, Elsie, Jessica, Georgia, Max H, Freddie O, 

Dexter, Ruari, Farrah and Kai. Well done!  

– Well done!  

 

Our Learning Buddy BEN has 

been a great help in 

supporting our children to 

have a positive attitude and 

strong growth mindset. 

 

compassionate and fair behaviours. One child from each class 

each week receives an ERICER leaf award, which is added to 

the tree in the hall.           

Our most recent ERICER awards go to Millie, Isobel, Frankie, 

Matilda D, Emily B, Mariah-May, Ellie and Lily. Well done! 

– well done!  

              Our ERICER Tree                              

As you know, our school ethos is 

deeply rooted in our core 

Christian values; Empathy, 

Respect, Integrity, Compassion, 

Equality and Responsibility. Our 

children are fantastic at using and 

recognising ‘ERICER’ behaviours, 

which they understand to be the 

crucial ingredients needed to 

‘make a difference’ in the world. 

Our ERICER awards celebrate and 

acknowledge examples of kind,  

                                Year 6 Leavers                                                                                       
We are always proud of our Year 6 children, as they prepare to 

move on to ‘big school’ – and we plan ways to celebrate their 

time with us and to celebrate all that they have achieved. This 

is very important this year – as these fine young people have 

missed the chance to represent our school and to take a lead in 

the school events that have been missed because of Covid. 

We are so pleased that we shall be able to go on our residential 

visit to Mersea Outdoors - July 4th- 6th, where the children in 

Sycamore class will have a real adventure. Families are invited 

to stay at drop off for a socially distanced picnic, before leaving 

the children to enjoy a 3-night sleepover in our Sycamore class 

bubble.  

On Monday 19th July, we invite parents/carers of Year 6 to join 

Sycamore class in a socially distanced Service of Celebration at 

the Church, led by Rev Mark, at 10 am. This will be a time to 

reflect on their journey through school and to acknowledge 

their successes and the contribution they have made to our 

school.                                                                                                              

After school, we invite the Year 6 children to stay for some fun 

outside, followed by a fish and chip supper on us!

 

           Diary Dates to the end of term                                                              

Thursday 1st July – Sports Day                              

Sunday 4th July – Sycamore class residential to 

Mersea for 3 nights                                                   

Monday 19th July – Year 6 leavers assembly 

10.30am in the church and Year 6 tea party 

after school.                                                   

Tuesday 20th July – School finishes at 1.15pm 

 

 

We’re very proud of Oscar, who completed a 

Captain Tom 100 Challenge recently. He drew 100 

pictures and decided to donate some money to 

Children In Need. Well done Oscar – a Colne 

Engaine school champion!  


